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About Christ Church

Christ Church is a parish of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Atlanta. We are a vibrant parish in the heart of
downtown Macon, Georgia. Founded in 1825, Christ Church is the oldest church in Macon and the Mother Church of
the Diocese of Atlanta. Last year, we observed the Bicentennial of our founding in a yearlong celebration. We are grateful
for all those from around Macon and Middle Georgia and the Diocese of Atlanta we joined us during our celebration.
We are a loving place where all are welcome and we invite anyone interested in becoming part of our family to join us
in building the next two hundred years at Christ Church.

HOW TO CONTACT US
The Reverend Cynthia C. Knapp cynthia@christchurchmacon.com
Rector
The Reverend Harriette Simmons harriette@christchurchmacon.com
Associate Priest
Hope Westervelt hope@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Horkan rachel@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Children's Ministry
Jonathan A. Poe jonathan@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Music ¢ Liturgy
Laurel Eady finance@christchurchmacon.com
Parish Bookkeeper
Nidia Svare office@christchurchmacon.com
Parish Administrator
Timothy Hoskins communications@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Communications
Hal Brickle hal@weekendlunch.org
Director of Weekend Lunch Ministry
Robert Hubbard hubbard@christchurchmacon.com
Sexton
Markisha Carter markisha@christchurchmacon.com
Assistant Sexton
L . B
Christ Church
582 Walnut Street (478) 745-0427
Macon, GA 31201 www.christchurchmacon.com

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christchurchmacon

Follow us on Instagram at www.instagram.com/christchurchmacon

Subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon

Watch services live and view past services at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon/streams
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RECTOR'S MESSAGE

A year of faithfulness and growth

Rector

“In your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to any-
one who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, yet do it with
gentleness and respect.” — 1 Peter 3:15

In looking back on this year what stands out to me the most is the growth we
The Rev. Cynthia Knapp AL-are experiencing With new ‘people.of all ages bpgoming an active part of our
community of worship and faith. While certainly it is the Lord who provides the

growth, I believe it is also testimony to your faithful witness. While some have

simply found us by searching online, many have said
they were invited by friends who are members here, or
that many of their favorite people go to Christ Church.
In other words, it is the faithfulness of your witness
that is so attractive.

People come to the Lord because they are wooed by
him. It is the power of attraction that draws people to
following Christ, not a good argument. When people
see Christ in your life, they want that too. When peo-
ple see the peace of God that passes understanding
keeping you calm and joyful when we are living in cra-
zy times, they want to know what anchors you. When
you are going through personal struggles but seem to
be rising above them because of your faith in the Lord
who holds the future in His hands, you bear witness to
the hope that is within you.

We have been wrestling for years now with how to
do evangelism Episcopalian style. The Lord must have
been laughing as we wrestled in those conversations
trying to figure out what to do, because the Lord was
already working through your faithfulness to spread
the good news. When you care for those in need by
serving in various ministries in our community, you
bear witness to your faith in the Lord. When you take
time out of your busy schedule to come to worship
on Sundays, have your children in Sunday School, and
even yourself go to Bible Study, you are bearing wit-
ness to your faith. When you serve in the church not
because you should but because it is a joy for you, you
bear witness to your faith. When you give back to the
Lord sacrificially with your time, talent, and treasure,
you bear witness to your faith. When you have com-
mitted to raise your children within a community of
faith alongside other parents in fellowship with that
faith-filled community, you bear witness to your faith.
When you extend a welcome to people you don't

know when they come into church, or when you invite
a friend to come to church with you, you bear witness
to the hope that is within you. This year we have been
seeing the fruit of your faithfulness, and it has been and
continues to be a great blessing. You are the reason we
are seeing such growth. It is Christ in you. It didn’t even
require serving on a committee, just living in faithful-
ness and bearing witness to the one who gives you life,
love, joy and peace.

Even as [ sit writing this a parishioner stopped by
who has been living this out who just happened to be
wearing one of the Christ Church t-shirts from our fall
retreat. [t made me smile to see such a concrete exam-
ple of what I was in the process of reflecting on!

The storms of this world continue to rage around us.
We still face personal loss, stresses caused by financ-
es, challenging relationships, illness or injuries, and we
constantly deal with things that would distract us from
what is most important. But in holding Christ as Lord
above all else in our hearts and in our minds, He holds
us steady, lifts us up so we don’t get stuck in the mire,
and all those other concerns and distractions become
subject to His far greater power at work in our lives.
We are truly blessed to be living in Christ and living
as part of this wonderful body of Christ that is Christ
Church. I rejoice to see you inviting others to be a
part of our family of faith, and to see you welcome the
stranger with such warmth and compassion. You are
truly a witness to the steadfast love of the Lord. You
have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and even though
the mark from baptism may be invisible, the light of
Christ within you shows as you live for Him!

Blessings to you my beloved parish family,
The Rev. Cynthia Knapp
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SCAN HERE
TO REGISTER
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While at first it seemed like this yearwas des-
tined to live in the shadow of last year’s Bicen-
tennial Celebration, the 2025-2026 program
year turned out to be a busy and eventful year
in its own right. In every way, the people of
Christ Church have shown their willingness
not just to appreciate the foundation laid by
past generations, but to build upon
it to continue this parish as a house
of worship, service, and love in the
heart of Georgia for years to come.

The following pages are a month-
by-month review of everything that
has happened in the past year with
pictures from all our church’s many

began last August. Laid out like this,
it is easy to see what a full year it’s
been. From the holy days of the
Church calendar like Christmas, Easter, All
Saints’ and Pentecost, to beloved annual gath-
erings like the Blessing of the Animals, the
Parish Picnic, and the Shrove Tuesday Supper,
to our children and family events like All
Hallows” Eve, the St. Nicholas ser-
vice, and Vacation Bible School,
this year was fill with all the
worship, joy, and fellowship
we've come to expect at
Christ Church. In addi-
tion, this year brought

2025 —
YEAR IN REVIEW

Photographs by:
David Cline - Rachel Horkan - Tim Hoskins - Cynthia Knapp
Nidia Svare - Hope Westervelt - Evey Wetherbee

activities since the program year C HRI S T its cornerstone and by gathering our
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new, special experiences. We held two ser-
vice projects to serve our downtown Macon
neighbors with sandwiches and hygiene bags.
We invited Allen Levi, the Columbus-based
author of the novel Theo of Golden, to give a
talk that attracted over 400 attendees from
around the Southeast. We held two parish re-
treats, one to Kanuga, the Episcopal
camp and conference center in the
mountains of Hendersonville, North
Carolina, and one on the island of St.
Barths. And we celebrated the Cen-
tennial of our Parish House, which
was constructed in 1926, by excavat-
ing a time capsule that was built into

own time capsule to document our
Bicentennial Celebration.

[t has also been ayear of incredible
growth. We are blessed with an active and vi-
brant community across all age groups, from
our youngest children to the Seasoned Saints.
We have had so many new members that we
had to hold two newcomer parties this year
and in April Bishop Wright confirmed
thirteen youth and thirteen adults.
We look forward to seeing what
this community’s love and
dedication and God’s faith-
fulness will bring in the
year to come.
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Peanut butter and jelly All ages wor/emg together Everyone pztched in A full fridge
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Saturday afternoon at the lake Sunday morning Eucharist in the woods The baptism of Carlice Foreman
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Addison Henry speaking at Diocesan Council
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Everyone helped Journey into Advent Making Advent wreaths
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DECEMBER

Christmas Eve Silent night, holy night Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
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Winter in Tennessee

Scenic view

Annual meeting
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FEBRUARY

i

Ash Wednesday The Imposition of Ashes

Let us observe a holy Lent



The CHIMES | May 2026 Growing by God's Grace as a Family of Faith, Fellowship, and Ministry

2T . i

Palm Sunday Learning about Holy Week
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Agape supper
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Maundy Thursday

they’re off!

All the families together The Easter Vigil
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Confirma Listening to Bishop Wright
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Introducing ourselves Welcoming newcomers
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The Day of Pentecost O come, Holy Spirit Red velvet cake
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A Year of Harmony: 2025-2026 Music Ministry Year-in-Review

hat a breathtaking year of worship and song we

have shared! The 2025-2026 program season
has been a true testament to the spiritual art of song
here at Christ Church. The season lifted off joyfully in
August with the return of our beloved Christ Church
Choir, immediately enriching our Sunday Holy Eucha-
rists. Shortly after, the Choir School of Macon began its
new year in September, nurturing the next generation
of musical talent through our St. Cecilia Choir and our
older Choristers.

Throughout the year, our spirits were consistently
uplifted not just by congregational hymns and organ
preludes, but by unforgettable special events. Our fall
was anchored by a magnificent Organ Concert and
Choral Evensong on the CB. Fisk organ, and our hol-
iday season was made all the more beautiful by the
cherished service of Advent Lessons and Carols in De-
cember. As we moved into winter and spring, our souls
were fed by intimate Choral Evensongs in Jones Chap-
el and the Church, and a glorious Spring Confirmation

Service where all our choirs combined their voices. We
were also deeply moved by “The Spiritual Art of Song”
in March, an incredible concert featuring a stunning
lineup of sopranos—including Marie Jarriel Roberts and
Makayla Brooks—alongside talented students, perform-

ing a beautiful blend of Spiritu-
als, Gospel art songs, and
classical ~masterworks.
To close out our spring

offerings, we enjoyed

Mr. Jonathan Alan Poe, M.Mus
Director of Music & Liturgy

a joyous, free community gathering for “Jazz on Walnut
Street” featuring the Matt Miller Quintet. Throughout
it all, my weekly blog, “The Liturgy of Peace,” provided
a space for deep, thoughtful reflections on the con-
nection between scripture, daily life, and the music we

A

As we close the book on this spectacular season,
our eyes are already fixed on an exciting horizon! We
should also add that there are some wonderful musi-
cal programming opportunities in store for next season,
with some very familiar faces returning to share their
incredible talents.

Looking further ahead, we are thrilled to be preparing
for our upcoming Choral Residency at Lichfield Cathe-
dral in the United Kingdom, scheduled for August 2027.
This residency also includes 10-15 non-singer slots, so if
you are interested in joining us on this incredible jour-
ney, please contact Jonathan! To help make this $75,000
dream a reality, we recently launched “The Lichfield
365” fundraiser. We invite our entire parish family to
stop by the Parish House to claim a donation slot and
help send our voices across the pond. Thank you for a
wonderful year of making a joyful noise unto the Lord!

M

“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye
the Lord!” — Psalm 150:6

|
WALNUT

STREET

%ﬂ&




Z' cnatklenge ourseLves ana tne worlta to Love ike Esus as we wors L’f .()]’ ;l, Y, Serve com Llf,?i()]lzl ey, ana grow s, 7l uatly.
W) We challenge ourselves and the world to love like. hip joyfull tely, and g tuall
i —

4
T S
BN
OOOCKXXX)

% @"@";’i
OB
QO

Choir School
of Macon
Showcase
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Appre-
ciation

Registration for EfM Opens in mid -July

Education for Ministry (EfM) is a program of lay
theological education that offers an intensive, system-
atic exploration of the Christian faith. It consists of four
year-long programs covering, the Old Testament, the
New Testament, Church history, and ethics and spir-
ituality. The programs follow the academic year and
consist of a curriculum of readings and weekly two-
hour discussions on Zoom. The next session begins on
the Monday after Labor Day and registration opens in
mid-July.

Education for Ministry lives at the School of Theolo-
gy of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee.
[t is a unique four-year, small-group formation program
based on study and practice in theological reflection.
Since its founding in 1975, this international program
has helped more than 120,000 participants discover
and nurture their call to Christian service where they

live, work, and play. EfM helps the faithful discover the
Christian tradition, bringing it into conversation with
their experiences of the world. EfM seminar groups de-
velop theologically informed, reflective, and articulate
seekers of God.

Many people have been taught that one must be
ordained to be a minister, but our vows at baptism
say something different: that all baptized Christians
are ministers. God calls us to be active participants in
ministry. What is that ministry? As the Church, we are
called to continue the ministry of Jesus. We are called
to be the hands, heart, and incarnate body of Christ in
our own place through worship, reflection, service to
others, and by the proclamation of God’s Word to all
people.

For more information about EfM, visit: www.theolo-
gy.sewanee.edu/education-for-ministry.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Year-End Review:

rom fun at special events like the annual Easter Egg

Hunt to fellowship and spiritual growth during Sun-
day School, what a wonderful programming year we've
had in Christ Church’s Children’s Ministry! This year’s
Sunday School’s focus in Sunday School was trusting
God, even when times get tough. Through both Old
Testament and New Testament stories, we learned how
to lean on God in our own lives and how to share that
His love with others. It is my hope that this group of
children always remembers God’s steadfast love and
guidance in their lives.

Thank you all for your support of our ministry and for
loving on the youngest children of God!

Vacation Bible School 2026:
Christ Church’s Vacation Bible School, Rainforest Falls:
Discovering the Nature of God, was full of energy and
fun with over 100 participants, youth helpers, and adult
volunteers. Throughout the week we explored how
God is our creator, all-knowing, our safe place, and
forever love. Each day, kids enjoyed a snack, sang and
danced to songs, completed a craft, experienced a Bi-
ble lesson, performed science experiments, and played
games to help them learn more about God. Each eve-
ning ended with fellowship and a meal in the Great Hall.

Rachel Horkan

Director of Children's Ministry
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hat an incredible and fun time we have had this

year in youth group! Our 6th-12th graders spent
this school year diving deeper into their faith, building
relationships that will last a lifetime, and exploring what
it means to live into their relationship with God. In Sun-
day School, we spent the year exploring The New Tes-
tament through videos and thoughtful discussion. We
also had 13 youth who decided to commit to their faith
through Confirmation Class which met every Sunday
morning this year. Each Confirmation Class taught our
confirmands about topics like church history, the sac-
raments, The Episcopal faith, and so much more. We
were thrilled that all of them were confirmed on April
19th!

Our EYC group met every Sunday evening and ev-
ery other Friday morning this year! EYC was filled with
so many fun activities like packing socks for Weekend
Lunch, writing holiday cards for parishioners who are
homebound, making positive affirmation jars, walking
through Lenten prayer stations, and so much more (in-

Growing by God's Grace as a Family of Faith, Fellowship, and Ministry

YOUTH MINISTRY
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cluding lots and lots of games!) We also did our annual
haunted house trip in October and added a new trip,
The EYC Mountain Retreat, which was a wonderful
success! We took 15 youth and 5 adult chaperones to
Gatlinburg, TN for a fun long weekend spent skiing,
playing in the snow, ice skating, visiting the aquarium,
doing Bible study, and so much fun time in communi-
ty playing board games and endless rounds of imposter
and hide and seek. We are really excited to keep this
trip and a yearly tradition!

There were so many other joyful moments, trips, and
experiences throughout the year and I'm so grateful for
this committed group of teenagers who are so eager
to be in community with each other and grow in their
faith.

We are so thrilled for our seven graduating seniors
and can’t wait to welcome our new 6th graders to our
group in August! For more information about our youth
program, please do not hesitate to reach out to Hope at
hope@christchurchmacon.com

Hope Westervelt
Director of Youth Ministry
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Karen Yarbrough has recently com-

pleted this exquisitely embroidered

needlepoint design, which will be

installed as the back cushion for the

tall chair on the pulpit side of the

altar, to complement the bishop’s

chair on the lectern side which has

the crest of the Diocese of Atlanta

embroidered on its back cushion.

This design features a cross sur-

rounded by grapes and wheat, rep-

resenting the bread and wine of the

Eucharist, and the trigram “IHS,

which comes from IHZOYZ, the

name of Jesus in Greek. This needle-

point work will join dozens of other

embroidered cushions and kneelers

which have been crafted with skill __

and dedication by generations of [ =
Christ Church members. o S8 TS, N
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The Day of
Pentecost
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WEeekLy CALENDAR of EVENTS June & July 2026

May 31 - June 6

Sunday, May 31: Trinity Sunday

8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Monday, June 1
4:30pm | Vacation Bible School | Parish House

Tuesday, June 2
4:30pm | Vacation Bible School | Parish House

Wednesday, June 3

12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church
4:30pm | Vacation Bible School | Parish House
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, June 4
4:30pm | Vacation Bible School | Parish House

Saturday, June 6
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

June 7 - June 13

Sunday, June 7: The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Wednesday, June 10
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, June 13
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel
3—-5pm | Haitian Hope Fish Fry | St. Paul’s

June 14 - June 20

Sunday, June 14: The 3nd Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Tuesday, June 16
5:15pm | Vestry Meeting | Cloister Room

Wednesday, June 17
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, June 18
10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Carlyle Place

Saturday, June 20
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

June 21 - June 27

Sunday, June 21: The 4th Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Wednesday, June 24
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, June 27
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

June 28- July 4

Sunday, June 28: The 5th Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Wednesday, July 1
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, July 4
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

July 5- July 11

Sunday, July 5: The 6th Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel
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Weekrty CALENDAR of EVENTS June & July 2026

Monday, July 6
Parish office closed for Independence Day

Wednesday, July 8
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, July 11
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

July 12- July 18

Sunday, July 12: The 7th Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Wednesday, July 15
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, July 18
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

July 19- July 25

Sunday, July 19: The 8th Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

PARISH NEWS

e

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Tuesday, July 21
5:15pm | Vestry Meeting | Cloister Room

Wednesday, July 22
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, July 25
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

July 26- August 1

Sunday, July 26: The 9th Sunday after Pentecost
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church

10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Wednesday, July 29
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Saturday, August 1
11am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Robert Hatcher Receives First-Ever
Honorary Doctorate from MGSU

Christ Church member Robert
Hatcher was awarded Middle Geor-
gia State University’s first-ever hon-

RCCVCS Curfman Stual‘t Evelyn orary doctorate in recognition of his
longtime leadership in the Macon

Harr ell Turk community and support of MGSU.



3() Wechallenge ourselves and the world to love like Jesus as we worship joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually.

MINISTRY of the MONTH: JUNE

Macon Volunteer
CIInI c Healthcare with Heart

33

viacon
Volunteer
> Clinic__

Macon Volunteer Clinic provides free, high-quality medical, dental, and pharmaceutical
care to low-income, uninsured adult residents of Middle Georgia. Staffed by dedicated
volunteers, we offer compassionate healthcare to those who need it most—helping our

community stay healthier, one patient at a time.
Donate Today!

Our impact at a glace

e 7,229 Patient Encounters
¢ 1,189 Medical Visits
e 301 Dental Services provided

e 198 Cancer Screenings
Scan the QR code to donate onling,

e $249,797 in Prescription Assistance visit www.maconvolunteerclinic.org, or

» 187 Active Volunteers providing 4,664 hours of service ngg]%Oc]heck to: 770 Walnut St, Macon,

e $1,563,470 Estimated Value of Services

Every gift helps provide free, life-changing care
to those in need.

maconvolunteerclinic.org @

@ (478)755-1110
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MINISTRY of the MONTH: JuLy

Book ‘Em is a local 501(c¢)(3) corporation which part-

ners with the Bibb County Sheriff’s Office to deliver
books to children/youth in our community who
might otherwise have none. Christ Church
parishioner Katie Powers serves as its execu-
tive director.
To date, Book ‘Em has delivered over 60,000
brand-new books to children/youth in Macon-
Bibb County. This partnership with the BCSO
helps to foster a positive relationship between
our local law enforcement officers and the
community. Most recently Book ‘Em held a book distribution at Rosa
Taylor Elementary School. Each of the school’s 405 students was able to
select four brand-new books to keep in an effort to prevent “summer slide.”
Every dollar donated goes toward the purchase of new books. Donations
can be made via maconbookem.org or by sending a check to Book ‘Em at
3557 Vineville Avenue, Macon, 31204.
Why is this so important? More than 43% of all children in Macon-
Bibb are growing up in poverty. Most of these children have very few, if
any, books in their homes. Consider this statistic: in low-income
neighborhoods there is approximately one book for every 300
children. In middle income neighborhoods there are approximately 13
books per child in each household. Access to books is fundamental to
developing reading skills. Studies confirm that the number of books in the
home directly affects reading achievement levels. Perhaps the most
disturbing fact of all is that many municipalities plan the number of jail
cells needed in the future by the percentage of students in their schools who
cannot read fluently by the end of their 3rd grade year.

For more information about Book ‘Em or to make an online donation, visit:
maconbookem.org

www.maconbookem.org
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